STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA ) IN THE COURT OF COMMON PLEAS

COUNTY OF OCONEE Civil Action No. 2014-CP-37-539

o e

Oconee County, Kevin Robinson,
Oconee County Delinquent Tax
Collector,

Plaintiffs,

vs. SETTLEMENT AGREEMENT &
RELEASE
Hangar I1I, LLC, 25 EP Corp., BDS,

Jerry Edwards and Steve Edwards,

Defendants.
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This SETTLEMENT, RELEASE, and HOLD HARMLESS AGREEMENT
("Agreement") is made and entered into this ____ day of May 2015, by and between Plaintiffs
Oconee County, Kevin Robinson, Oconee County Delinquent Tax Collector (kereinafter
“Plaintiffs”) and Defendants Hangar III, LLC, 25 EP Corp., BDS, Jerry Edwards, and Steve
Edwards (hereinafier collectively “Defendants™).

WHEREAS, Plaintiffs filed a lawsuit against Defendants, styled Oconee County, Kevin
Robinson, Oconee County Delinquent Tax Collector v. Hangar III, LLC, 25 EP Corp., BDS,
Jerry Edwards, and Steve Edwards, C.A. No. 2014-CP-37-39 ("Lawsuit");

WHEREAS, Plaintiffs asserted various causes of action seeking damages and other
monetary and equitable relief against Defendants in the Lawsuit; and

WHEREAS, Plaintiffs and the Defendants have mutually agreed to resolve all claims
which Plaintiffs asserted or could have asserted against Defendants in the Lawsuit and, thus,

settle the Lawsuit between them.
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This SETTLEMENT, RELEASE, and HOLD HARMLESS AGREEMENT
("Agreement") is made and entered into this ____ day of May 2015, by and between Plaintiffs
Oconee County, Kevin Robinson, Oconee County Delinquent Tax Collector (hereinafter
“Plaintiffs”) and Defendants Hangar III, LLC, 25 EP Corp., BDS, Jerry Edwards, and Steve
Edwards (hereinafier collectively “Defendants”).

WHEREAS, Plaintiffs filed a lawsuit against Defendants, styled Oconee County, Kevin
Robinson, Oconee County Delinquent Tax Collector v. Hangar III, LLC, 25 EP Corp., BDS,
Jerry Edwards, and Steve Edwards, C.A. No. 2014-CP-37-39 ("Lawsuit");

WHEREAS, Plaintiffs asserted various causes of action seeking damages and other
monetary and equitable relief against Defendants in the Lawsuit; and

WHEREAS, Plaintiffs and the Defendants have mutually agreed to resolve all claims
which Plaintiffs asserted or could have asserted against Defendants in the Lawsuit and, thus,

settle the Lawsuit between them.



WHEREAS, Defendants have denied, and continue to deny, any and all liability to the
Plaintiffs; and

WHEREAS, Plaintiffs and Defendants have agreed to settle this matter in the interest of
avoiding the time, cost, and expense associated with further litigation;

NOW, THEREFORE, for and in consideration of the mutual promises hereinafter
expressed, it is hereby agreed by and between Plaintiffs and the Defendants as follows:

1. Settlement Consideration:

This Agreement is supported by the consideration expressed in the terms, conditions, and
mutual promises stated herein. Both Parties acknowledge and stipulate that the consideration
stated herein constitutes good and valuable consideration sufficient to support the enforceability
of this Agreement.

2. Prospective Taxation of Airplanes:

Following the final execution of this Agreement and going-forward, 25 EP Corp., Jerry
Edwards, and Steve Edwards agree that all planes owned by them or any company in which we
own a controlling share (i.e., affording us the ability to bind the company) and housed at the
Oconee County Airport shall be subject to Oconee County personal property taxes paid to
Oconee County. In this regard, the instant Agreement shall solely have prospective effect. In
exchange, and consistent with the mutual release language contained herein, Plaintiffs agree that
all taxes assessed on aircraft owned by 25 EP Corp., LLC and reflected as due, past due or
outstanding, as forming part of any of the claims of the above-captioned lawsuit, shall be
altogether removed from Oconee County's tax records or marked as satisfied, whichever proves

most practicable.



3. Dismissal with Prejudice and Covenant Not to Sue:

Plaintiffs agree that contemporaneous with the execution of this Agreement, a Consent Order
or Stipulation of Dismissal with prejudice shall be executed and filed with the Court. Plaintiffs
further agree that they will not institute any legal proceedings against Defendants as to any
matter alleged or which could have been alleged by Plaintiffs in this lawsuit relating to or arising
from the actions and/or transactions alleged in the Complaint.

4. Attorney's Fees:

Within thirty days of the final execution of this Agreement, the County shall reimburse to
Defendants the attorney's fees Defendants expended in defending the Lawsuit in the amount of
thirty-five thousand dollars and no cents ($35,000.00).

5. Mutual Release:

The parties acknowledge that Mutual Release of claims stated in this Paragraph constitutes
an integral part of this Agreement.

a. Plaintiffs' Release of Defendants:

Except as set forth in this Agreement, Oconee County, on behalf of itself and its heirs,
successors, and assigns, and any person claiming by or through it, intends to and does hereby
forever release, remise, acquit, and discharge Hangar III, LLC, 25EP Corp., BDS, Steve
Edwards, and Jerry Edwards their owners, partners, stockholders, parent or subsidiary entities
(both direct and indirect), subsidiaries of such parent entities (both direct and indirect), heirs,
agents, employees, servants, representatives, insurers, attorneys, successors and assigns, of and
from any and all claims, demands, causes of action, and suits, for actual, general, special,

punitive, and statutory damages, costs, attorneys' fees, reputational damages, allegedly past due



taxes on personal property or aircraft, or any other loss or injury whatsoever, asserted or
unasserted and known or unknown, whether foreseen or unforeseen, in law or equity, whether in
tort or in contract or by statute, of any kind or character from the beginning of time to the
present, which Oconee County has or could have asserted against Defendants in the Above-
Captioned Case, and all other past, present, and future claims asserted or that could be asserted
by Plaintiffs against Defendants in connection with, or that are in any way related to, any of the
facts, acts, events, representations, omissions, and/or transactions alleged in the Above-
Captioned Case (whether raised in the same or otherwise) or arising from or related to
Defendants’ actions as alleged in the Complaint.

b. Defendants' Release of Plaintiffs:

Except as set forth in this Agreement, Hangar III, LLC, 25 EP Corp., BDS, Jerry Edwards,
and Steve Edwards on behalf of themselves and their heirs, successors, and assigns and any other
person claiming by or through them, intend to and do forever release, remise, acquit, discharge
Oconee County, and Kevin Robinson as Oconee County Delinquent Tax Collector, and their
successors, agents, employees, servants, members, managers, the County Administrator, officers,
representatives, insurers, attorneys and assigns (hereinafter collectively referred to as "Oconee
County"), of and from any and all claims, demands, causes of action, and suits, for actual,
general, special, punitive, and statutory damages, costs, attorneys' fees, reputationai damages, or
any other loss or injury whatsoever, asserted or unasserted and known or unknown, whether
foreseen or unforeseen, in law or equity, whether in tort or by statute, of any kind or character
from the beginning of time to the present, which Defendants have or could have asserted against
Oconee County in the Above-Captioned Case, and all other past, present, and future claims

asserted or that could be asserted by Defendants against Oconee County in connection with, or



that are in any way related to, any of the facts, acts, events, representations, omissions, and/or
transactions alleged in the Above-Captioned Case (whether raised in the same or otherwise) or
arising from or related to Defendants’ actions as alleged in the Complaint.
c. Express Exceptions to the Release's Scope:
Notwithstanding any other provision contained herein and subject to subpart (iii) of this
subparagraph, nothing in this Agreement shall be determined to release from personal
liability:
i.  Any Oconee County Council member who voted in favor of initiating the

instant Lawsuit, as reflected by the public record; and

ii. The Oconee County Auditor;

ili. But only to the extent such individuals exceeded the scope of their official
capacities by prompting, furthering, or perpetuating the Lawsuit for purposes not in
furtherance of the public interest of Oconee County.”

Notwithstanding any other provision contained herein, nothing in this Agreement shall be
deemed to release Plaintiffs' responsibilities and obligations as stated in that certain Hanger
Agreement, executed by the Parties on or about June of 2001 and attached hereto as Exhibit A.
Defendants' rights, as set forth in the Hanger Agreement, are expressly excepted from this
Agreement and remain in full force and effect. All rights Defendants may possess in relation to
the Hanger Agreement, whether sounding in contract or in equity, shall remain un-impacted by
this Agreement.

6. Revision of the Hanger Agreement:

Plaintiffs and Defendants acknowledge, agree, and stipulate the Hanger Agreement

should be revised, updated, and clarified as soon as practicable after the final execution of this

Agreement. In connection with the ultimate revision of the Hanger Agreement, the Parties agree



and acknowledge the Hanger Agreement shall be extended beyond its original expiration date for
a period of ten (10) years. Such amendment of the Hanger Agreement (i.e., the extension of its
term by ten (10) years) is effective immediately upon the final execution of this Settlement and
Release Agreement and is not subject to any later revisions or amendments the Parties may agree
upon. The instant amendment to the Hanger Agreement shall be incorporated into the revised
version of the Hanger Agreement which shall follow this Agreement. However, upon execution
of this Agreement, the Hanger Agreement shall be deemed as having been hereby amended in
this regard.

7. Non-Disparagement:

The Parties to this Settlement Agreement & Release agree not to disparage or defame the
other (together with its ﬁast or present affiliates, insurers and assigns) or make any derogatory
remarks, whether written or oral, regarding the other Party as relating to the subject matter of this
litigation.

8. No Admission of Liability:

It is understood and agreed that this Agreement is in full compromise of doubtful and
disputed claims. Neither the Agreement, nor the consideration stated herein, shall be construed as
an admission of liability, such being denied, by Defendants.

8. Additional Provisions:

a. Effective upon Plaintiffs’ Signature:

This Agreement shall be deemed effective upon the date that Plaintiffs or a representative of
Plaintiffs signs the agreement. The Parties hereby declare that they have read this agreement in
its entirety, that they fully understand all of the provisions, terms, covenants, and conditions set

forth herein, that they freely and voluntarily accept the same for the purpose of making a full and



final settlement of all of the matters hereinabove set forth that they (or their attormey)
participated in the drafting of this agreement, and accordingly, the rule of construction to the
effect that any ambiguities are to be resolved against the drafting party or parties shall not be
employed in the interpretation of this Agreement.

b. Severability:

Each provision of this Agreement is intended to be severable. If any term or provision is held
to be invalid, void, or unenforceable by a court of competent jurisdiction for any reason
whatsoever, such ruling shall not affect the validity of the remainder of this agreement.

¢. Complete and Final Agreement between Plaintiffs and Defendants:

This Agreement contains all of the agreements, conditions, promises, and covenants between
Plaintiffs and the Defendants with respect to the subject matter hereof, and supersedes all prior or
contemporaneous agreements, representations, or understandings with respect to the subject
matter hereof. This Agreement may not be orally amended, modified, superseded or canceled it
being specifically understood that any of the terms, covenants, representations, and conditions
hereof may be amended only by written instrument executed by Plaintiffs and Defendants.

d. Contract Is Valid, Binding, and Governed by South Carolina Law:

Plaintiffs and Defendants further agree that the terms of this Agreement are contractual in
nature and are not a mere recital, and that the validity, affect, and enforcement of this Agreement
shall be interpreted in accordance with the laws of the State of South Carolina. This Agreement
shall be binding upon and inure to the benefit and detriment of all Parties and their successors.

e. Enforcement:

Should any party to this Agreement reasonably retain counsel for the purpose of enforcing

any provision of this Agreement, or for pursuing damages or injunctive relief for any claim



arising out of this Agreement, the prevailing party shall be entitled to its reasonable costs and
attorneys’ fees, including reasonable costs and attorneys’ fees incurred in enforcing any
judgment or order.

f. Execution in Counterparts;

This Agreement may be executed in one or more counterparts, each of which shall be
deemed an original and all of which together constitute one and the same instrument and
Agreement. Signatures transmitted electronically shall for all purposes be deemed originals and

shall bind the parties delivering such signatures.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, the parties have caused this Agreement to be duly executed

intending to be bound thereby.

[SIGNATURES ON FOLLOWING PAGE]
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STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA ) IN THE COURT OF COMMON PLEAS
)
COUNTY OF OCONEE ) Civil Action No. 2014-CP-37-539
Oconee County, Kevin Robinson, )
Oconee County Delinquent Tax )
Collector, )
)
Plaintiffs, )}
)
Vvs. ) SETTLEMENT AGREEMENT &
) RELEASE
Hangar III, LLC, 25 EP Corp., BDS, )
Jerry Edwards and Steve Edwards, )
)
Defendants. )
)

This SETTLEMENT, RELEASE, and HOLD HARMLESS AGREEMENT
("Agreement") is made and entered into this __ day of May 2015, by and between Plaintiffs
Oconee County, Kevin Robinson, Oconee County Delinquent Tax Collector (hereinafier
“Plaintiffs”) and Defendants Hangar III, LLC, 25 EP Corp., BDS, Jerry Edwards, and Steve
Edwards (hereinafter collectively “Defendants”).

WHEREAS, Plaintiffs filed a lawsuit against Defendants, styled Oconee County, Kevin
Robinson, Oconee County Delinquent Tax Collector v. Hangar III, LLC, 25 EP Corp., BDS,
Jerry Edwards, and Steve Edwards, C.A. No. 2014-CP-37-39 ("Lawsuit");

WHEREAS, Plaintiffs asserted various causes of action seeking damages and other
monetary and equitable relief against Defendants in the Lawsuit; and

WHEREAS, Plaintiffs and the Defendants have mutually agreed to resolve all claims
which Plaintiffs asserted or could have asserted against Defendants in the Lawsuit and, thus,

settle the Lawsuit between them.
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3. Dismissal with Prejudice and Covenant Not to Sue:

Plaintiffs agree that contemporaneous with the execution of this Agreement, a Consent Order
or Stipulation of Dismissal with prejudice shall be executed and filed with the Court. Plaintiffs
further agree that they will not institute any legal proceedings against Defendants as to any
matter alleged or which could have been alleged by Plaintiffs in this lawsuit relating to or arising
from the actions and/or transactions alleged in the Complaint.

4. Attorney's Fees:

Within thirty days of the final execution of this Agreement, the County shall reimburse to
Defendants the attorney's fees Defendants expended in defending the Lawsuit in the amount of
thirty-five thousand dollars and no cents ($35,000.00).

5. Mutual Release:

The parties acknowledge that Mutual Release of claims stated in this Paragraph constitutes
an integral part of this Agreement.

a. Plaintiffs’' Release of Defendants:

Except as set forth in this Agreement, Oconee County, on behalf of itself and its heirs,
successors, and assigns, and any person claiming by or through it, intends to and does hereby
forever release, remise, acquit, and discharge Hangar IlI, LLC, 25EP Corp., BDS, Steve
Edwards, and Jerry Edwards their owners, partners, stockholders, parent or subsidiary entities
(both direct and indirect), subsidiaries of such parent entities (both direct and indirect), heirs,
agents, employees, servants, representatives, insurers, attorneys, successors and assigns, of and
from any and all claims, demands, causes of action, and suits, for actual, general, special,

punitive, and statutory damages, costs, attorneys’ fees, reputational damages, allegedly past due



taxes on personal property or aircraft, or any other loss or injury whatsoever, asserted or
unasserted and known or unknown, whether foreseen or unforeseen, in law or equity, whether in
tort or in contract or by statute, of any kind or character from the beginning of time to the
present, which Oconee County has or could have asserted against Defendants in the Above-
Captioned Case, and all other past, present, and future claims asserted or that could be asserted
by Plaintiffs against Defendants in connection with, or that are in any way related to, any of the
facts, acts, events, representations, omissions, and/or transactions alleged in the Above-
Captioned Case (whether raised in the same or otherwise) or arising from or related to
Defendants’ actions as alleged in the Complaint.

b. Defendants' Release of Plaintiffs:

Except as set forth in this Agreement, Hangar III, LLC, 25 EP Corp., BDS, Jerry Edwards,
and Steve Edwards on behalf of themselves and their heirs, successors, and assigns and any other
person claiming by or through them, intend to and do forever release, remise, acquit, discharge
Oconee County, and Kevin Robinson as Oconee County Delinquent Tax Collector, and their
successors, agents, employees, servants, members, managers, the County Administrator, officers,
representatives, insurers, attorneys and assigns (hereinafter collectively referred to as "Oconee
County"), of and from any and all claims, demands, causes of action, and suits, for actual,
general, special, punitive, and statutory damages, costs, attorneys' fees, reputational damages, or
any other loss or injury whatsoever, asserted or unasserted and known or unknown, whether
foreseen or unforeseen, in law or equity, whether in tort or by statute, of any kind or character
from the beginning of time to the present, which Defendants have or could have asserted against
Oconee County in the Above-Captioned Case, and all other past, present, and future claims

asserted or that could be asserted by Defendants against Oconee County in connection with, or
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6. Revision of the Hanger Agreement:

Plaintiffs and Defendants acknowledge, agree, and stipulate the Hanger Agreement
should be revised, updated, and clarified as soon as practicable after the final execution of this
Agreement. In connection with the ultimate revision of the Hanger Agreement, the Parties agree
and acknowledge the Hanger Agreement shall be extended beyond its original expiration date for
a period of ten (10) years. Such amendment of the Hanger Agreement (i.e., the extension of its
term by ten (10) years) is effective immediately upon the final execution of this Settlement and
Release Agreement and is not subject to any later revisions or amendments the Parties may agree
upon. The instant amendment to the Hanger Agreement shall be incorporated into the revised
version of the Hanger Agreement which shall follow this Agreement. However, upon execution
of this Agreement, the Hanger Agreement shall be deemed as having been hereby amended in
this regard.

7. Non-Disparagement:

The Parties to this Settlement Agreement & Release agree not to disparage or defame the
other (together with its past or present affiliates, insurers and assigns) or make any derogatory
remarks, whether written or oral, regarding the other Party as relating to the subject matter of this
litigation.

8. No Admission of Liability:

It is understood and agreed that this Agreement is in full compromise of doubtful and
disputed claims. Neither the Agreement, nor the consideration stated herein, shall be construed as
an admission of liability, such being denied, by Defendants.

8. Additional Provisions:

a. Effective upon Plaintiffs’ Signature:



This Agreement shall be deemed effective upon the date that Plaintiffs or a representative of
Plaintiffs signs the agreement. The Parties hereby declare that they have read this agreement in
its entirety, that they fully understand all of the provisions, terms, covenants, and conditions set
forth herein, that they freely and voluntarily accept the same for the purpose of making a full and
final settlement of all of the matters hereinabove set forth that they (or their attorney)
participated in the drafting of this agreement, and accordingly, the rule of construction to the
effect that any ambiguities are to be resolved against the drafting party or parties shall not be
employed in the interpretation of this Agreement.

b. Severability:

Each provision of this Agreement is intended to be severable. If any term or provision is held
to be invalid, void, or unenforceable by a court of competent jurisdiction for any reason
whatsoever, such ruling shall not affect the validity of the remainder of this agreement.

c. Complete and Final Agreement between Plaintiffs and Defendants:

This Agreement contains all of the agreements, conditions, promises, and covenants between
Plaintiffs and the Defendants with respect to the subject matter hereof, and supersedes all prior or
contemnporaneous agreements, representations, or understandings with respect to the subject
matter hereof. This Agreement may not be orally amended, modified, superseded or canceled it
being specifically understood that any of the terms, covenants, representations, and conditions
hereof may be amended only by written instrument executed by Plaintiffs and Defendants.

d. Contract Is Valid, Binding, and Governed by South Carolina Law:

Plaintiffs and Defendants further agree that the terms of this Agreement are contractual in

nature and are not a mere recital, and that the validity, affect, and enforcement of this Agreement



shall be interpreted in accordance with the laws of the State of South Carolina. This Agreement
shall be binding upon and inure to the benefit and detriment of all Parties and their successors.

e. Enforcement:

Should any party to this Agreement reasonably retain counsel for the purpose of enforcing
any provision of this Agreement, or for pursuing damages or injunctive relief for any claim
arising out of this Agreement, the prevailing party shall be entitled to its reasonable costs and
attorneys’ fees, including reasonable costs and attorneys’ fees incurred in enforcing any
judgment or order.

f. Execution in Counterparts:

This Agreement may be executed in one or more counterparts, each of which shall be
deemed an original and all of which together constitute one and the same instrument and
Agreement. Signatures transmitted electronically shall for all purposes be deemed originals and

shall bind the parties delivering such signatures.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, the parties have caused this Agreement to be duly executed

intending to be bound thereby.

[SIGNATURES ON FOLLOWING PAGE]



Dated:

Dated:

Dated:

Dated:

Dated:

Dated:

Dated:

Authorized Signatory for
Hangar, III, LLC

Authorized Signatory for
25 EP Corp.

Authorized Signatory for
BDS

Jerry Edwards

Steve Edwards

Oconee County
As Authorized Signatory for Oconee County

Kevin Robinson
Oconee County Delinquent Tax Collector



Litigation Concerns

Factual Allegations

In or about 2001 a document entitled “l.ease Agreement” was executed by
Oconee County regarding property owned by Oconee County at Oconee
County airport. This agreement was between Oconee County and the
defendants who are private individuals. State law S.C. Code Ann. 4-9-130
provides that all conveyances including transfers or leases of county owned
real property must be made in accordance with this code. The code
provides in part that a public hearing after reasonable public notice must be
held before final Council action is taken. This procedure would be done by
a County ordinance which would require a first, second, public hearing and
third and final reading. Based upon the public record of Oconee County the
provisions of this code were not met.

Furthermore, as part of the agreement, Oconee County was to pay all costs
associated with the grading for the hangar including meeting storm water
retention standards, access from the airport road, fencing, security gates,
and paved access to the taxiway. Taxpayers footed the bill for this work
compieted under an illegal agreement.

The agreement also provided that three airplanes belonging to the lessee
(BDS) shall be based at Oconee County airport and be subject to property
tax in Oconee County for at least the first two years of this lease
agreement. Defendants have argued that taxes for subsequent years do
not have to be paid. There is no statement in the agreement supporting no
taxes being paid. There is no tax forgiveness provision in paragraph 8 of
the Lease Agreement. In fact, the Lease Agreement affirmatively states
that taxes WILL be paid on airplanes for at least two (2) years. In addition,
it is not within the statutory or legal power of the Council to forgive or waive
property taxes of this kind.

Defendants also have stated that no tax is due to Oconee County because
the aircraft in question is registered in the state of Delaware. The SC State
Attorney General has stated on at least three occasions that the question of
taxation is not based upon where the plane is registered but upon situs (the
location where the plane is housed).



Based upon situs the Oconee County auditor's office has issued on an
annual basis since 2006 the following regarding taxes due on the airplane
based at Oconee County airport.

1. An aircraft tax return that is due back to the Oconee
County Auditor’s office by April 30 of each year.

2. A follow-up request for the aircraft tax return; and

3. Annual tax notice plus 10% penalty on the value of the
aircraft by October 1 of each year.

Since 2009, the Oconee County Auditor’s Office has sent a follow-up
request for the aircraft tax return by certified mail on an annual basis. No
aircraft tax returns were ever filed for this airplane.

In November 2012 Oconee County council were notified by the county
auditor that there were ten Oconee County based airplanes with delinquent
taxes. Council by a unanimous vote notified the county administrator to
follow procedures to collect these taxes. Since that time, all but one owner
of the airplanes with delinquent taxes paid or cleared out their tax
obligations owed to Oconee County. The one airplane for which taxes were
not paid was the defendants. Since December 31, 2012 taxes were added
for the tax years 2012 and 2013. The total tax due on this plane from 2006
through 2013 is $315,675.00 which includes taxes, penalties and costs.

On January 16, 2013 and May 1, 2013 the defendants were notified that if
the taxes were not paid that a lien would be filed with the Federal Aviation
Administration. Several days before the tax lien was to be placed on the
airplane the defendants removed the plane from Oconee County.

Also, the defendants claim that the above mentioned agreement was a fee
in lieu of. This was never mentioned or stated from 2001 through 2014. It
then was mentioned in the Journal, a paper owned, published and edited
by one of the defendants. There are no legal attributes within the
agreement that could be in any way, shape or form associated with a fee in
lieu of. Calling it that is a lie; calling it that is purposely done to mislead the
pubilic.

Attempts to Reach a Settlement Agreement

Since January 2014 a new majority on County Council has been of the
opinion that reaching an agreement outside of court is the proper course of



action. To this extent instructions were given to the administrator and the
attorney representing Oconee County on this case. There has been a back
and forth attempt at a settiement agreement. On numerous occasions this
Council has changed or amended some of the provisions of consideration
in the settlement agreement. On April 7, 2015 Council by a unanimous vote
instructed the Administrator to proceed with yet another settlement offer.

At no time have the defendants wavered from their original demands. The
latest attempt was made on Tuesday, May 5 2015 and was voted on by this
Council on a 3-2 vote to withdraw the case from the docket temporarily. It
is amazing that within 24 hours a special council meeting has been called
to again go over the settlement agreement. To my knowledge only several
council members were notified beforehand that this special meeting was
going to be called. The Council members not notified beforehand were not
given a reason why this special meeting was called just twenty-four hours
after Council had made a decision.

| am concerned that there has been communication between the
defendants and several members of County Council. In fact, on Aprii 7,
2015 an email was sent by one of the defendants to the county
administrator, Scott Moulder. The subject of this email was redline version
and final version of settiement agreement. The content of the email reads
as follows,” Scott, Paul asked me to send you a copy of the agreement
(Redline and Final) that has been agreed upon. | know that Joel and Reg
will not vote for this but they do need to be given a copy to read before
tonight's meeting. If you would send it to them | would appreciate it.”

It appears that an agreement had been reached by a majority of council
outside of a council meeting. The defendant’s final agreement is NOT a
win-win situation as reported in the Journal on Thursday, May 7, 2015. In
fact here are just a few of the provisions:

1. Oconee County will not seek the back taxes. This is a violation of
the Constitution of the State of South Carolina which in part
expressly states that on the issue of taxation all citizens are to be
treated fairly and equitably. No governmental body has the right to
exempt individuals from paying taxes. Also, under statutory law,
no state statute gives local government the ability to exempt
individuals from taxes; everyone must be treated equally.



2. Oconee County will pay the defendants’ legal fees in the amount
of $35,000.

3. Under this agreement the defendants retain their right for future
litigation but the piaintiff, Oconee County, forfeits that right.

4. Upon final execution of this settiement the county agrees to extend
the hangar agreement beyond its original expiration date for a
period of ten years. At this point this would simply be a renewal of
an already illegal agreement.

In closing, if this council takes action on the settlement agreement as
presented by the defendant, which has elements that are constitutionally
illegal and under state statues also illegal, then they are taking morally,
ethically and legally wrong action.

Respectfully submitted,

Reg Dexter
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To the extent it was possible—I tried to use their language as a showing of good faith to get this done.
Blessings,
Randy

D. Randle Moody I1, Esquire

email Rmoody@roecassidy.com
direct 864-349-2615
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PUBLISHER'S AFFIDAVIT

STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA
COUNTY OF OCONEE

OCONEE COUNTY COUNCIL

IN RE: OCC Special Called Meeting - May 8, 2015

BEFORE ME the undersigned, a Notary Public for the State and County above named,
This day personally came before me, Hal Welch, who being first duly sworn according

to law, says that he is the General Manager of THE JOURNAL, a newspaper published
Tuesday through Saturday in Seneca, SC and distributed in Oconee County, Pickens
County and the Pendleton area of Anderson County and the notice (of which the annexed
is a true copy) was inserted in said papers on 05/07/2015

and the rate charged therefore is not in excess of the regular rates charged private

individuals for similar insertions.

N\ Hal Welch
General Manager

Subscribed and sworn to before me this
05/07/2015

State of South Carolina
My Commission Expires July 1, 2024

o
NOTARY PUBLIC
State of South Carolina
My Commission Expires July 1 2024
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Beth Hulse

From: Beth Hulse

Sent: Wednesday, May 06, 2015 4:20 PM

To: Beth Hulse; classadmgr@upstatetoday.com
Subject: Special Called Meeteing 5/8/15
Attachments: 050615 - special called 5-8-15.doc

Need this run Thursday 5/7 or today if you can jam in please
Thanks.

Elizabeth G. Hulse, CCC

Clerk to Council

Oconee County Administrative Offices
415 South Pine Street

Walhalla, SC 29691

864-718-1023

864-718-1024 [fax]
bhulse@oconeesc.com

www.oconeesc.com/council



Beth Hulse

. __]
From: Beth Hulse

Sent: Wednesday, May 06, 2015 4:21 PM

To: Beth Hulse; Carlos Galarza; Chad Dorsett; DJM News Editor; Fox News; Greenville News

(localnews@greenvilienews.com); Kevin, Norman Cannada
(ncannada@upstatetoday.com); Ray Chandler; Steven Bradley
(sbradley@upstatetoday.com); Westminster News / Keowee Courier
{(westnews@bellsouth.net); WGOG {dickmangrum@wgog.com); WSPA TV - Channel 7
(assignmentdesk@wspa.com); WYFF 4 News

Subject: Special Called County Council meeting

The Oconee County Council will hold a Special Called Meeting on Friday, May 8, 2015 at 5:30
p.m. in Council Chambers, Oconee County Administrative Offices, 415. S. Pine Street, Walhalla,
SC.

Elizabeth G. Hulse, CCC

Clerk to Council

Oconee County Administrative Offices
415 South Pine Street

Walhalla, SC 29691

864-718-1023

864-718-1024 [fax]
bhulse@oconeesc.com

www.oconeesc.com/council
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